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of his energetic and crafty cousin Giulio; with the conse-
quences which were to be expected from the latter's un-
scrupulous character. Leo X must of course bear the full
responsibility for the acts which he permitted to be done in
his name; but while this is so, the political acts of his pontifi-
cate are to be ascribed rather to Giulio than to Giovanni, and
in looking at the latter's life and character this requires to be
borne in mind. To him political and ecclesiastical affairs were
a wearisome burden to be got rid of as much as possible, while
as time went on he left them more and more in the hands that
were so willing to undertake them; leaving him free to attend
to those matters which to him were so much more coi genial.
It was indeed hard on such a nature that it should be his lot
to have to deal with a movement like the Reformation, and
be expected to divert his attention from the latest lepro-
duction of some classical work brought out by Aldo's printing
press to give heed to the troublesome complaints of a Luther.

It is almost as much a relief to us as it must have been to
Leo himself to turn from his political life to his action in
regard to those matters which were his chief interest. Here we
find another man altogether, and here there is neither apathy,
boredom, surrender of his leadership to others, nor treacher-
ous or underhand dealing. In that world of Literature and Art
which his soul loved, and in, his sympathy for all the culture
of his time, he is worthy of that atmosphere of splendour
which has gathered round his name. His great-grandfather
Cosimo and his father Lorenzo had contrived both to conduct
difficult political affairs and also to achieve mighty results
in the domain of Literature and Art. Leo X had none of the
energy of his ancestors, while his abilities were cast in a
smaller mould, so that he found one half of the matter as
much as he could attend to; but in that half his achievements,
though not to be compared to those of his father and great-
grandfather, were considerable. Moreover, he had greater
resources to draw upon. Art had advanced to its zenith;